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A Note About the 
Language in This 
Book

T hroughout  these  pages,  I  use  words  like Heav-
en, Kingdom, authority, and atmosphere frequently. 

Some of these words may be familiar to you, but we may not 
always mean exactly the same thing when we use them. So 
before we begin, I want to brieWy explain what I mean when 
I use them here.

Heaven -hen I speak of Heaven, I am not simply talkv
ing about the place belieGers go after death. I often use the 
word as shorthand for the reality of :odH “is presence, “is 
perspectiGe, “is character, “is purposes, and “is rule. So 
when I ask, ?-hat does “eaGen see here”F I am really asking, 
?Yather, how do Eou see this”F
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The Kingdom Jy the Kingdom, or the Kingdom of God, I 
mean the reign and rule of :od. Kesus announced that the 
’ingdom had drawn near, and through “im we are inGited 
to liGe under that rule now. The ’ingdom is not merely a 
future destination. It is the reality of :odAs reign breaking 
into ordinary life through “is presence and “is people.

Kingdom Authority ;uthority belongs to Kesus. ;ny auv
thority we carry is delegated, not selfvgenerated. -e do not 
possess spiritual power independently of “im. ’ingdom 
authority is the authority entrusted to us as “is representav
tiGes, exercised in submission to “is character, “is purposes, 
and “is leading.

Alignment Alignment is the posture of liGing in agreement 
with :od. It means allowing “is -ord, “is character, “is 
will, and the leading of “is Spirit to shape the way we think, 
speak, and act. Throughout this book, you will hear this rev
peatedlyH authority Wows from alignment. -e are not trying 
to conGince “eaGen to support our plansj we are learning to 
participate in “is.

Atmosphere -hen I speak about an atmosphere, I mean 
the emotional, relational, and sometimes spiritual climate 
surrounding a person, room, home, workplace, or situation. 
; room can carry tension, fear, Noy, peace, expectation, or 
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discouragement. I am not suggesting that eGery emotion or 
uncomfortable enGironment has a supernatural cause. I am 
saying that what people carry azects the spaces they enter, 
and followers of Kesus can intentionally carry “is peace, 
hope, truth, and presence into those spaces.

Declarations Throughout this book, I will sometimes inv
Gite you to speak truth aloud. I call these declarations. They 
are not magic words, incantations, or attempts to force :od 
or circumstances to obey us. ; declaration is simply spoken 
agreement with what :od has reGealed to be true. The auv
thority does not come from the declaration itselfj it comes 
from the Bne whose truth we are declaring.

These words will appear again and again in the pages ahead. 
9onAt worry about memori:ing the de;nitions. Oy hope is 
simply that as you encounter them, you will understand the 
heart behind them.

This book is not about learning the right spiritual Gocabuv
lary.

It is about learning to recogni:e a reality that has been there 
all along.

There is more to the story.





Section I: The 
Foundation of 
Authority

E very structure needs a foundation. Before we talk 
about advancing the Kingdom, we need to understand 

where authority comes from, how it operates, and where 
it’s contested. In this section, we’ll look at three essentials: 
our identity as citizens of Heaven, our alignment with the 
Father’s will, and the battleground of the mind where truth 
and lies Tght for agreement. $ogether, these truths form the 
unshakable foundation for living in Kingdom authority.





Chapter 1

The Invisible Line

Crossing the Line

W hen I was young, my father was in the military, and 
we were assigned to live on an island oc the Poast of 

Tortugal Palled perPeira, Aart of the z.ores’ Ibll never forget 
our krst day there, -ePause it showed me that where you 
stand and whose soil you stand on Phanges everything’ 

We steAAed oc the Alane into -linding -rightness and heat’ 
phe runway -eneath my feet wasnbt the -laPN asAhalt I Nnew 
from Illinois’ It was a Aale PreamHPolored PonPrete that reH
EePted the sun in every direPtion’ phe air smelled of saltH
water, liNe the oPean was Aressing in from all sides’ znd 
in faPt, it was’ Ro matter where I looNed, I Pould see the 
shimmer of water at the edge of the hori.on’ phe roofs 
of the -uildings were a terraPotta orange, so dicerent from 
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anything Ibd ever seen -aPN home’ znd everywhere, darting 
-etween PraPNs and sPurrying aPross roPNs, were li.ards’ I 
even notiPed PaPtuses growing in AlaPes I didnbt eLAePt’ 4y 
young mind thought, This place must be tiny if you can see 
the ocean almost everywhere you look.

phe military AoliPe Q4TsB, our esPorts, droAAed us oc at the 
pjU QpemAorary jiving UuartersB’ 4y Aarents, worn out 
from the Eight, wanted nothing more than to Prash into -ed 
and sleeA’ qut I wasnbt tired’ I wanted to eLAlore’ znd the 
4Ts, Aro-a-ly trying to NeeA me out of trou-le, Aointed to 
a small Alayground :ust outside’ It was the zmeriPan AlayH
ground, they said, whiPh meant it sat on C’Y’ soil’

I glanPed over at it’ It wasnbt muPh to looN at’ z rusty metal 
slide that s“ueaNed and groaned, and a AaintHPhiAAed woodH
en teeterHtotter that had Plearly seen -etter days’ phat was it’ 
Rot muPh of a Alayground for a -oy who had :ust landed in 
a whole new world’

phen I notiPed another Alayground, :ust a short distanPe 
away’ phis one was dicerent’ qright Polors” red, yellow, and 
green’ phe Aaint was fresh, and the e“uiAment looNed newH
er’ znd -est of all, it had swings’ Ywings meant freedom, 
adventure, soaring high’ VomAared to the rusty slide and 
tired teeterHtotter on 5our side,D the PhoiPe seemed o-vious’
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I Aointed to it, -ut the 4Ts “uiPNly shooN their heads’ 
5phatbs on Tortuguese soil,D they warned’ 5zmeriPans arenbt 
allowed there’D

phat Ahrase, 5Tortuguese soil,D meant nothing to me’ 6irt 
was dirt’ Jrass was grass’ I Pouldnbt see a fenPe, a -oundary, 
or any visi-le dicerenPe -etween the two Alaygrounds’ In 
my young mind, what mattered wasnbt whose soil it was -ut 
whiPh Alayground looNed more fun’ Yo when my Aarents 
went inside to naA and the 4Ts left, I wandered over to the 
swings’

I Plim-ed onto one and started AumAing my legs, soaring 
higher and higher, feeling that rush of adventure’ I thought 
a-out how muPh fun it would -e to Pome -aPN later with 
my little -rother so we Pould -oth swing together’

phatbs when I notiPed a grouA of men surrounding me’ 
phey didnbt looN familiar, didnbt looN zmeriPan’ phey were 
shouting in a language I didnbt understand, gesturing angrily 
at me’ qut I didnbt stoA swinging’ I didnbt Nnow enough to 
-e afraid’ pheir voiPes sounded harsh, -ut my PhildHmind 
didnbt translate that into danger’ Rot until I felt the sting’

z whiA PraPNed, and kre tore aPross my -aPN’ 7or a sAlit 
sePond, I didnbt even Nnow what had haAAened’ I only Nnew 
that my -ody -urned with Aain and that these strangers were 
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the sourPe of it’ znother PraPN, another sting’ 7ear knally hit 
me liNe a wave’

zt that moment, the 4Ts reaAAeared’ phey must have 
antiPiAated this, may-e notiPing earlier that my eyes were 
loPNed on the swings’ phey rushed in and wrestled me oc 
the swings, dragging me -aPN to the zmeriPan side’ phe 
whiAAing stoAAed the moment my feet hit C’Y’ soil’ 3ust liNe 
that, I was safe’

I sat there in shoPN’ phe dicerenPe was invisi-le to my eyes’ 
phere was no fenPe, no Aainted line, no sign’ qut in reality, 
the dicerenPe Pouldnbt have -een greater’ xn one side” fear, 
Aain, Ponfusion, vulnera-ility’ xn the other side” safety, AroH
tePtion, authority’ 4aPhine guns versus -ullwhiAs’ 7amiliar 
versus foreign’

jater, the 4Ts eLAlained” 5phis is why you stay on zmeriPan 
soil’ Mven if you Panbt see a line, the line eLists’ (oubre only 
ArotePted if you remain where you -elong’D 4y Aarents were 
notiked’ znd all of us learned something that day’

It left a marN on me, literally and kguratively’ phat eLAeriH
enPe shaAed me for life’ Mven now, I donbt leave home withH
out my identikPation, not from fear -ut -ePause I Nnow the 
Aower of Parrying Aroof of where you -elong’ znd sAiritualH
ly, itbs the same’ phe enemy will always try to “uestion your 
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right to stand in authority, -ut when you Parry Seavenbs 
identity, you hold the knal word” 5phis is who I am’ phis 
is where I -elong’D Rever forget” everything Phanges the 
moment you Pross the line into your true Piti.enshiA’

Authority Flows from Identity

Mvery Ningdom has Piti.ens’ Viti.ens donbt waNe uA every 
morning asNing if they still -elong’ pheir Piti.enshiA is setH
tled’ It Pomes with rights, resAonsi-ilities, and a Povering of 
authority -ased on the nation they Pall home’

7or those of us in Vhrist, Piti.enshiA is not Arimarily rooted 
in the Pountry Arinted on our AassAort, the neigh-orhood 
we grew uA in, or the Pulture we were shaAed -y’ YPriAture 
is Plear” the moment we were -orn again, something eternal 
and irreversi-le haAAened’ xur Piti.enshiA shifted’

Taul writes in Volossians K”K;, 5For He has rescued us and 
has drawn us to Himself from the dominion of darkness, and 
has transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,D

phat word resPued is not soft’ Itbs not an invitation Aolitely 
ocered that we Pould taNe or leave’ It is dePisive and knal’ 
phinN of a soldier Parrying someone out of -attle or a kreH
kghter Aulling a Phild from a -urning house’ phatbs what 
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Jod did for you’ (ou didnbt :ust maNe a -etter PhoiPe’ (ou 
were transferred’

phe dominion of darNness is dekned -y sin, fear, shame, and 
death’ phe ?ingdom of Seaven is marNed -y righteousness, 
AeaPe, and :oy in the Soly YAirit QOomans K)”K8B’ When 
your Piti.enshiA Phanged, so did your rights and resAonsiH
-ilities’ (ou no longer live under the law of sin and death’ 
(ou now live under the authority of 3esus Vhrist’

phis is why understanding identity is not oAtional’ ?ingH
dom authority -egins with identity and oAerates through 
alignment’ If you donbt Nnow who you are, you will struggle 
to walN Ponkdently in the authority Vhrist has entrusted to 
you’

Teter reinforPes this truth” “But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a [special] people for God’s 
own possession...” (1 Peter 2:9). phis is Piti.enshiA language’ 
(ou donbt -elong to the dominion of darNness anymore2 
you -elong to a holy nation’ (ou are royal -y -irthright, 
not -y striving, and you were Phosen not :ust for -elonging 
-ut for AroPlaiming’ zuthority isnbt statiP’ It is meant to -e 
eLerPised in mission’

phe enemy Nnows this’ Sis most ecePtive weaAon is not alH
ways temAtation or AersePution’ It is Ponfusion a-out idenH
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tity’ If you dou-t who you are, you will dou-t what you 
Parry’

When 3esus was -aAti.ed, the heavens oAened and the 7aH
therbs voiPe dePlared” 5This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleased and delighted!D Q4atthew ;”K8B’ phat moment 
was a Au-liP dePlaration of identity’ Immediately afterward, 
3esus was led into the wilderness to -e temAted’ phe very krst 
words out of Yatanbs mouth– “If You are the Son of God…” 
Q4atthew )”;B’

phe krst attaPN was not a-out hunger or Ningdoms’ It was 
a-out identity’ If Yatan Pould get 3esus to “uestion who Se 
was, Se would never walN in Sis authority’ phe same is true 
for you’ Whatever -attle you faPe, your a-ility to stand in it 
will -e deeAly PonnePted to this “uestion” Do you really know 
who you are?

Taul answers it in é Vorinthians F”éK” 5So we are ambas-
sadors for Christ, as though God were making His appeal 
through us...D

zm-assadors donbt oAerate on their own oAinions’ phey 
Parry the voiPe of the one who sent them’ zm-assadors donbt 
live on their own resourPes’ phey are -aPNed -y the Ningdom 
they reAresent’ phat is your reality’ (ou are Seavenbs reAreH
sentative on earth’
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MAhesians é”1 goes further” 5And He raised us up together 
with Him [when we believed], and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places, [because we are] in Christ Jesus,D

RotiPe the tense” seated’ Rot someday’ Rot after you 5get 
your aPt together’D Tresent tense’ Oight now, your sAirit is 
seated with Vhrist in heavenly AlaPes’ (ou donbt kght to get 
into authority2 you live from the authority you already have’

Taul says it Alainly in Jalatians )”8” “Therefore you are no 
longer a slave (bond-servant), but a son; and if a son, then also 
an heir through [the gracious act of] God [through Christ].” 
zs sons and heirs, we are no longer Aowerless slaves to sin’ 
We -ear the family name and are entrusted with authority 
under the Yon’ phat means you Parry Seavenbs family name 
and the inheritanPe of Sis authority’ phe enemy wants you 
to live liNe a slave, -egging for sPraAs’ qut Seaven Palls you an 
heir, entrusted with ?ingdom resourPes and resAonsi-ility’

The problem is not lack of authority. It’s lack of 
awareness.
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Three Lives, One Pattern

Moses: When Identity Is Confused

4osesb life is one of the Plearest -i-liPal AiPtures of how 
identity shaAes authority’ jiNe us, he had moments of .eal 
without Plarity, and it Post him’ Se grew uA in Tharaohbs 
AalaPe, surrounded -y wealth, Aower, and inEuenPe’ zs the 
adoAted son of Tharaohbs daughter, he had aPPess to Arivilege 
that most Se-rews Pould never dream of’ xutwardly, everyH
thing a-out his environment told him he was MgyAtian royH
alty’ qut inwardly, he Parried Se-rew -lood’ Se -elonged to 
a AeoAle who were enslaved, -eaten, and treated as less than 
human’

phat tension Preated Ponfusion’ Who was he really– zn 
MgyAtian ArinPe or a Se-rew slave– When identity is unPlear, 
aPtions often Pome out of striving’ 4oses saw an MgyAtian 
-eating a Se-rew, one of his own AeoAle’ In a moment 
of Aassion, he tooN matters into his own hands and Nilled 
the MgyAtian QMLodus é”KKLKéB’ Se understood that Jod 
would use him to deliver his AeoAle, -ut he aPted -efore he 
understood how Jod would aPPomAlish it’ It was authority 
attemAted in the Eesh, not authority Eowing from Seaven’
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phe result– Oe:ePtion and eLile’ phe very AeoAle he thought 
he was helAing Aushed -aPN” “Who made you prince and 
judge over us?” QMLodus é”K)B’ phat one aPt of misaligned 
authority Post 4oses forty years in the wilderness’

qut Jod wasnbt knished’ zt the -urning -ush, everything 
shifted’ Jod revealed Sis name” 5I am Who I amD QMLodus 
;”K)B’ In that moment, 4osesb authority was no longer tied 
to his uA-ringing, his failures, or his own strength’ It was 
tied to the Jod who sent him’

RotiPe the dicerenPe”

  In Tharaohbs Pourt the krst time, 4oses stood as 
a Ponfused Se-rew trying to aPt liNe an MgyAtian 
ArinPe’ Se had no Plarity, no true authority, and he 
ran for his life’

  In Tharaohbs Pourt the sePond time, 4oses stood as 
an am-assador of Seaven, Parrying Jodbs name and 
Jodbs authority’ Se didnbt need to draw a sword’ 
Se dePlared what Jod had Pommanded him to 
say, and Jod Ponkrmed Sis word with Alagues and 
miraPles’

phe dicerenPe wasnbt Pharisma, Aosition, or Aersonality’ It 
was alignment’ xnPe 4oses understood who Jod was and 
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who he was in light of Jod, authority Eowed naturally’ Se 
stood -efore the most Aowerful Ning on earth, not as a runH
away ArinPe -ut as Seavenbs reAresentative’

4osesb story is a warning and an enPouragement’ phe warnH
ing” if you aPt out of identity Ponfusion, you will end uA 
striving in your own strength, and it will Post you’ phe 
enPouragement” if you aPt out of alignment with Jodbs 
authority, even the mightiest Aowers of this world Pannot 
overturn what Jod has AurAosed through your o-edienPe’

Daniel: When Identity Holds Firm

6anielbs story -egins in Prisis’ zs a young man, he was riAAed 
from his homeland, Parried oc to qa-ylon after 3erusalem 
fell to ?ing Re-uPhadne..ar’ Mverything familiar, inPluding 
family, temAle, Pulture, and language, was striAAed from 
him’ po maNe matters worse, the qa-ylonians tried to erase 
his very identity’ phey gave him a new name, qeltesha.H
.ar, tied to a foreign god’ phey enrolled him in qa-ylonbs 
sPhools, taught him their language, and attemAted to reH
shaAe his worldview’ Mvery eLternal Aressure sPreamed” You 
belong to Babylon now.

(et 6aniel Nnew -etter’ Se understood that his true Piti.enH
shiA wasnbt determined -y his surroundings, his name, or his 
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eLile’ It wasnbt erased -y a new name’ It wasnbt diminished 
-y eLile’ Se -elonged to the Jod of Israel, and no emAire 
Pould Phange that’

phat awareness showed uA in AraPtiPal PhoiPes’ When ofH
fered the Ningbs food and wine, meals liNely dediPated to 
idols, 6aniel refused’ Se Pould have gone along “uietly, 
reasoning that Jod would understand the PomAromise’ qut 
6aniel Nnew that PomAromise erodes authority’ Instead, he 
drew a line” “But Daniel made up his mind that he would not 
defile (taint, dishonor) himself with the king’s finest food...” 
Q6aniel K”9B’ Sis loyalty was to a higher Ningdom, not the 
one trying to reshaAe him’

qePause he stayed rooted in identity, 6aniel Parried authority 
even in eLile’ Jod gave him wisdom and favor, so muPh so 
that Re-uPhadne..ar found him and his friends ten times 
wiser than all the other advisors in the Ningdom Q6aniel 
K”éKB’

Sis story Pontinues through dramatiP moments of testing’ 
When Re-uPhadne..ar demanded his wise men interAret a 
dream or -e eLePuted, 6aniel didnbt AaniP’ Se sought Jod 
for revelation and delivered the interAretation that not only 
saved lives -ut shifted the Ningbs heart’ jater, under ?ing 
6arius, :ealous oMPials maniAulated the law to traA 6aniel, 
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for-idding Arayer to anyone -ut the Ning’ 6aniel Pould have 
PomAromised, Araying silently or going along to avoid PonH
EiPt’ Instead, he oAened his windows toward 3erusalem and 
Arayed three times a day, :ust as he always had’ Sis identity 
anPhored him, even when it meant -eing thrown into a 
lionsb den’

znd what haAAened– phe lionsb mouths were shut’ 6aniel 
walNed out untouPhed’ Sis faithfulness Aositioned him to 
trust Jod, and Jod Areserved his life, turning his deliveranPe 
into a testimony to the emAire’ ?ing 6arius himself issued a 
dePree Pommanding all his AeoAle to fear and honor the Jod 
of 6aniel Q6aniel 1”é1Lé8B’

6anielbs life shows us that true authority doesnbt deAend on 
the Pulture youbre in, the la-els others give you, or even the 
laws of the land’ zuthority Eows from unwavering identity’ 
6aniel lived as a Piti.en of Seaven in the middle of qa-ylon, 
and -ePause of that, Nings -owed, dePrees shifted, and naH
tions heard the name of the living Jod’

6anielbs story reminds us” you donbt need AerfePt Ponditions 
to walN in authority’ (ou :ust need a Plear identity’



pSMOM IY 4xOM px pSM YpxO(K1

Paul: When Identity Is Rewritten

7ew AeoAle em-odied dual Piti.enshiA liNe Taul’ qy -irth, he 
was a Ooman, a status that Parried immense Arivilege in the 
anPient world’ Ooman Piti.enshiA meant ArotePtion under 
the emAirebs laws, freedom from Pertain Aunishments, and 
rights that others Pould only dream of’ qy training, Taul 
was also a Tharisee, steeAed in 3ewish law and tradition’ Sis 
rNsumN was imAePPa-le” PirPumPised on the eighth day, of 
the tri-e of qen:amin, a Se-rew of Se-rews QThiliAAians 
;”FB’ qy every earthly measure, Taulbs identity was sePure’

qut then Taul enPountered 3esus on the road to 6amasPus, 
and everything Phanged’ phe -linding light, the voiPe from 
heaven, and the moment of surrender shattered the foundaH
tion of his earthly PonkdenPe’ 7rom that Aoint forward, Taul 
redekned himself’ Se no longer introduPed himself -y his 
earthly Predentials’ zgain and again in his letters, he Phose a 
new title” “Paul, a bondservant of Christ Jesus.”

phat shift is everything’ Se Pould have leaned on Ooman 
Piti.enshiA or TharisaiP training as the Pore of who he was’ 
Instead, his truest identity -ePame servant of Vhrist, amH
-assador of the ?ingdom’ Sis earthly Piti.enshiA oAened 
doors, -ut it was his heavenly Piti.enshiA that released real 
authority’
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We see this tension Alay out in zPts éé’ Taul was arrested 
in 3erusalem, and the Ooman Pommander AreAared to Eog 
him’ qut Taul asNed a simAle “uestion” 5Is it legal for you 
to whip a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned 
[without a trial]?D phe Pommander was terriked when he 
reali.ed Taul was a Piti.en -y -irth’ Taulbs Ooman Piti.enshiA 
stoAAed the -eating -efore it started’ Marthly Piti.enshiA had 
weight’

(et in ThiliAAians ;, Taul dismisses those same earthly adH
vantages’ 5But whatever former things were gains to me [as I 
thought then], these things... I have come to consider as loss...D 
QThiliAAians ;”8B’ Se goes on to dePlare, 5But [we are dif-
ferent, because] our citizenship is in heaven. And from there 
we eagerly await [the coming of] the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Philippians 3:20)’ 7or Taul, Ooman identity Pould 
ArotePt his -ody, -ut only heavenly identity Pould release 
?ingdom authority’

phat authority is undenia-le’ Taul Alanted PhurPhes aPross 
the Ooman MmAire, wrote letters that still Parry Aower today, 
Past out demons, healed the siPN, and stood -efore Nings 
dePlaring the gosAel’ Sis earthly Piti.enshiA gave him aPPess 
to audienPes, -ut it was his heavenly Piti.enshiA that Parried 
the authority to transform them’
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Taulbs life is a mirror for us’ Marthly Piti.enshiA may oAen 
doors through eduPation, :o- titles, family -aPNground, or 
nationality’ phose things may give us aPPess, inEuenPe, or 
oAAortunity in the world around us’ But they can never 
establish our identity or de-ne the source of our auz
thority. phose things Pannot give you ?ingdom authority’ 
zuthority Eows only from Nnowing who you are in Vhrist’ 
When Taul em-raPed his true identity as a -ondservant of 
3esus and an am-assador of Seaven, the world was Phanged’

4oses shows us what haAAens when we aPt out of Ponfusion 
and try to walN in authority without Plarity of identity” we 
strive and fail’ 6aniel shows us what haAAens when we reH
main rooted in our true Piti.enshiA, even in a hostile Pulture” 
authority Areserves and shifts nations’ Taul shows us that 
when earthly Arivilege is surrendered to heavenly Piti.enshiA, 
authority eLAands the ?ingdom aPross the world’ pogether, 
their lives form a single Aattern” when you forget who you 
are, you live -eneath your Palling, -ut when you Nnow who 
you are, you walN in ?ingdom authority’

CitiKenship Carries Authority

phinN a-out your AassAort’ phat little -ooN doesnbt Parry 
Aower -ePause of its AaAer, :ust liNe the Alaygrounds on 
perPeira Island werenbt a-out the dirt or the e“uiAment’ phe 
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Aower was in what the ground reAresented” who it -elonged 
to’

When you travel, if trou-le arises, you donbt Aull out your 
Aersonality to Arove yourself’ (ou donbt Aresent your rNsumN 
or list your aPhievements’ (ou show your AassAort’ znd the 
moment you do, everything Phanges’ phat -ooN sAeaNs for 
you’ Itbs not a-out your a-ility2 itbs a-out your Piti.enshiA’

znd if things esPalate– (ou go to your em-assy’ zn em-assy 
isnbt :ust a friendly -uilding with a Eag out front’ It oAerates 
under eLtraordinary legal ArotePtions -ePause it reAresents 
another nation’ Mven while standing in a foreign Pountry, 
you have entered a AlaPe set aAart to reAresent your homeH
land’ xn one side of the street, you may -e vulnera-le’ qut 
onPe you Pross that invisi-le threshold, you stand under the 
full Povering and authority of your homeland’

I learned that lesson as a -oy on perPeira Island’ I didnbt 
understand why the 4Ts said one Alayground was zmeriPan 
soil and the other was Tortuguese soil’ po me, it was all :ust 
dirt and swings’ I Pouldnbt see the -oundary, -ut it was real’ 
When I Prossed into the wrong AlaPe, I felt the sting of -eing 
outside the ArotePtion of my Piti.enshiA’ qut the moment 
the 4Ts Aulled me -aPN, safety returned, not -ePause of 
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where I was sitting, -ut -ePause of whose soil I was sitting 
on’

phatbs what sAiritual Piti.enshiA is liNe’ (ou are an am-asH
sador of Seaven’ Wherever you go, you Parry Seavenbs AresH
enPe with you’ Wherever you stand, you reAresent another 
?ingdom’ phe atmosAhere of Seaven is Aresent in you, and 
its authority Pan -e eLAressed through your o-edienPe’

phe enemy doesnbt fear your natural a-ility’ Se doesnbt 
trem-le at your rNsumN, your eduPation, or your sNill set’ Se 
fears your awareness of your Piti.enshiA’ qePause onPe you 
remem-er who you are and where you -elong, you -egin 
to walN with the PonkdenPe of one who Nnows where their 
authority Pomes from’

Living as Heaven’s Representative

phis is where all of this -ePomes real’ Viti.enshiA is not :ust 
a theologiPal truth to nod at’ It Phanges how you live today” 
in your :o-, in your family, and in your Pommunity’

When you walN into your worNAlaPe, Seaven walNs in’ 
phat means stac meetings, deadlines, and diMPult PoworNH
ers arenbt :ust natural moments2 they are oAAortunities for 
Seavenbs AresenPe to -e revealed’ z frustrated worNAlaPe Pan 
-ePome a AlaPe of AeaPe -ePause you Parry the TrinPe of TeaPe 
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inside you’ z Pulture of gossiA Pan shift into enPouragement 
-ePause you Parry the YAirit of pruth’ 6onbt underestimate 
what Phanges simAly -ePause you show uA aware of who you 
are’

When you sit at your family ta-le, Seaven sits with you’ 
7amily life Pan -e messy, klled with tensions, misunderH
standings, or the -usyness of sPhedules’ qut the atmosAhere 
of your home shifts when you reali.e youbre not :ust 5holdH
ing dinner’D (ou are hosting the AresenPe of the ?ing’ VonH
versations Phange’ JraPe Eows more freely’ Mven in PonEiPt, 
you Parry rePonPiliation -ePause youbve -een given the minH
istry of rePonPiliation Qé Vorinthians F”K9B’

When you steA into your Pommunity, Seavenbs authority 
steAs in’ phat means the groPery store, the Pocee shoA, the 
sPhool event, or the Pity PounPil meeting’ poo many -elievers 
thinN ministry haAAens only inside PhurPh walls’ qut you are 
Seavenbs em-assy Alanted in everyday sAaPes’ phe ground 
you walN on -ePomes Seavenbs outAost’ When you Aray for 
someone in the store aisle, when you enPourage a disPourH
aged neigh-or, and when you show Nindness in a setting 
where no one eLAePts it, you are releasing the government of 
Seaven into the Pulture of earth’
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(ou are not a refugee hoAing to survive’ Oefugees live as 
though theybve lost their home and are :ust waiting for things 
to get -etter’ phatbs not you’ (ou are an am-assador’ zmH
-assadors donbt hide in survival mode’ phey reAresent their 
?ing and esta-lish Sis AresenPe in new territory’

Yo Parry yourself that way’ WalN into rooms remem-ering” 
Where I stand, Seaven stands’

Replacing False Labels with Yingdom Truth

K’ Write down three la-els youbve Parried’ 7rom PhildH
hood, failures, Pulture, or lies youbve -elieved’ MLH
amAle” Cnworthy’ 7orgotten’ Rot enough’

é’ Vross them out’ qoldly’ 6onbt erase Aolitely’ VanPel 
them’

;’ OeAlaPe them with ?ingdom truths’ 7rom YPriAH
ture’ MLamAle” Vhild of Jod QK 3ohn ;”KB’ zm-asH
sador of Vhrist Qé Vorinthians F”éKB’ Ooyal AriestH
hood QK Teter é”0B’

)’ YAeaN them aloud’ YAeaNing truth aloud -rings our 
thoughts and words into aPtive agreement with 
what Jod has already said’
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F’ OeAeat daily’ jies lose Aower when reAlaPed with 
truth’

Where Do ?ou BelongS

  What false la-els have tried to dekne you–

  Sow do they Pontrast with ?ingdom truths–

  What does it mean to you Aersonally to -e Aart of 
a 5royal AriesthoodD and a 5holy nationD QK Teter 
é”0B–

  Sow would your worNAlaPe or family Phange if you 
lived as an em-assy of Seaven–

  Where are you still thinNing liNe a slave when Jod 
has Palled you an heir QJalatians )”8B–

  What situation in your life right now would looN 
dicerent if you aAAroaPhed it as a Piti.en of Seaven–

Declare Where ?ou Belong

Oead this aloud’ jet it sinN into your sAirit’

  I am not dekned -y my Aast, my failures, or my 
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Pulture’

  I am a Piti.en of Seaven, an am-assador of Vhrist’

  I Parry the authority of the xne who sent me’

  Wherever I walN, Seaven walNs in’

Ynow Where ?ou 0tand

zuthority Eows from identity’ (ou will never Ponsistently 
walN in authority until you Ponsistently Nnow who you are’ 
(ou are not a -eggar in a foreign land’ (ou are not an orAhan 
sPram-ling for sPraAs’ (ou are a Piti.en of Seaven’ (ou are 
an am-assador of Vhrist’ 3ust liNe that Alayground in the 
z.ores, the -oundary lines of Seavenbs ?ingdom may -e 
unseen, -ut they are a-solute, and when you stand on SeavH
enbs soil, you stand in safety, identity, and authority’ znd 
when you walN into a room, Seaven walNs in’

?nowing who you are is only the -eginning’ phe neLt “uesH
tion is” Sow will you walN–
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